It is a name due to the king, for it signifies inspection
and superintendency ; as the name of priest is also given
to secular magistrates that had no part in ecclesiastical
function in the Scriptures ;   particularly, in Potiphar,
and to divers others in divers other places.  But yet
though that name of superintendency be due unto him,
let him who is crowned in his office as Stephen was in
his name, accept this name and office of ministration of
deacon, since the Holy Ghost himself hath given him
that name. The minister of God for good, (there is the word
of ministration, the name JDiaconus imprinted upon the
king) and since our super-supreme ordinary, our super-
sovereign head of the church, Christ Jesus himself calls
himself, by that name, The Son of man not to be ministered
unto, but to minister;  there is this word of ministration,
the office, the name of deacon imprinted upon Christ
himself.  And though in our interest, in  him who is
also a king and a priest ;  we are all regale sacerdotium,
kings and priests too, yet let us accept the name, and
execute the 6ffice of deacon, of ministration, especially
upon ourselves : for as every man is a world in himself,
so every man is a church in himself too :   and in the
ancient church, it was a part of the deacon's office,
to call out to the church, to the congregation, Jfequis
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